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To explain the mystery of how life evolved on Earth, Nick Lane explores the deep link between energy
and genes.

The Earth teems with life: in its oceans, forests, skies and cities. Yet there’s a black hole at the heart of
biology. We do not know why complex life is the way it is, or, for that matter, how life first began. In The
Vital Question, award-winning author and biochemist Nick Lane radically reframes evolutionary history,
putting forward a solution to conundrums that have puzzled generations of scientists.

For two and a half billion years, from the very origins of life, single-celled organisms such as bacteria
evolved without changing their basic form. Then, on just one occasion in four billion years, they made the
jump to complexity. All complex life, from mushrooms to man, shares puzzling features, such as sex, which
are unknown in bacteria. How and why did this radical transformation happen?

The answer, Lane argues, lies in energy: all life on Earth lives off a voltage with the strength of a lightning
bolt. Building on the pillars of evolutionary theory, Lane’s hypothesis draws on cutting-edge research into
the link between energy and cell biology, in order to deliver a compelling account of evolution from the very
origins of life to the emergence of multicellular organisms, while offering deep insights into our own lives
and deaths.

Both rigorous and enchanting, The Vital Question provides a solution to life’s vital question: why are we as
we are, and indeed, why are we here at all?
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From reader reviews:

James Barclay:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
called The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Doyle Swoope:

The book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing
like a book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life? A few of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex
Life has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Reta Zimmer:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get just before. The The Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex
Life giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for
your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jesse Williams:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book The
Vital Question: Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life we can get more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Vital Question:



Energy, Evolution, and the Origins of Complex Life. You can more attractive than now.
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