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Egypt Land is the first comprehensive analysis of the connections between constructions of race and
representations of ancient Egypt in nineteenth-century America. Scott Trafton argues that the American
mania for Egypt was directly related to anxieties over race and race-based slavery. He shows how the
fascination with ancient Egypt among both black and white Americans was manifest in a range of often
contradictory ways. Both groups likened the power of the United States to that of the ancient Egyptian
empire, yet both also identified with ancient Egypt’s victims. As the land which represented the origins of
races and nations, the power and folly of empires, despots holding people in bondage, and the exodus of the
saved from the land of slavery, ancient Egypt was a uniquely useful trope for representing America’s own
conflicts and anxious aspirations.

Drawing on literary and cultural studies, art and architectural history, political history, religious history, and
the histories of archaeology and ethnology, Trafton illuminates anxieties related to race in different
manifestations of nineteenth-century American Egyptomania, including the development of American
Egyptology, the rise of racialized science, the narrative and literary tradition of the imperialist adventure tale,
the cultural politics of the architectural Egyptian Revival, and the dynamics of African American
Ethiopianism. He demonstrates how debates over what the United States was and what it could become
returned again and again to ancient Egypt. From visions of Cleopatra to the tales of Edgar Allan Poe, from
the works of Pauline Hopkins to the construction of the Washington Monument, from the measuring of
slaves’ skulls to the singing of slave spirituals—claims about and representations of ancient Egypt served as
linchpins for discussions about nineteenth-century American racial and national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jara:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Egypt Land: Race and
Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

John Ferguson:

Precisely why? Because this Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New
Americanists) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Omer Brown:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Egypt Land: Race and
Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick
Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists) become your
personal starter.

Otis Key:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American
Egyptomania (New Americanists) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to



the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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