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This is an inviting look at the influence of the yeoman's small farm on six modern southern writers. In a deft
analysis of works by Doris Betts, Reynolds Price, Fred Chappell, Lee Smith, Clyde Edgerton, and Randall
Kenan, "Vale of Humility" explores the lives of the plain folk, white and black, who populate the worlds of
contemporary North Carolina fiction. Hovis explains that a wealthy planter elite was significantly less
prominent in North Carolina than in neighboring regions, and as such the state's plain folk did not develop a
class identity based as deeply in relation to a superior planter class. Instead the identification of the yeoman's
small farm, rather than the plantation, as necessary to the ideal life has been a distinguishing feature of the
state's literature. In this first full-length study of North Carolina's contemporary fiction, Hovis examines the
work of six representative writers from the state's three geographic regions: Lee Smith and Fred Chappell
from the mountains, Doris Betts and Clyde Edgerton from the Piedmont, and Reynolds Price and Randall
Kenan from the coastal plain. The work of these six writers is explored within the broader southern literary
tradition with attention to how they have revised such modes as pastoral, family saga, and southwestern
humor in order to portray their own regional experiences. Although these writers celebrate the egalitarianism
at the heart of the yeoman ideal, they also expose the forms of racism, sexism, and classism that have also
marked the state's history.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Jennings:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Vale of Humility: Plain Folk in Contemporary North
Carolina Fiction : An Approach to the Works of Doris Betts, Reynolds Price, Fred Chappell, Lee Smith,
Clyde Edgerton,. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Vale of Humility: Plain Folk in Contemporary North Carolina Fiction : An Approach to
the Works of Doris Betts, Reynolds Price, Fred Chappell, Lee Smith, Clyde Edgerton,. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Jeffery Hall:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Vale of Humility: Plain Folk in Contemporary North Carolina Fiction : An Approach to the Works of Doris
Betts, Reynolds Price, Fred Chappell, Lee Smith, Clyde Edgerton,, you may tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Donna Young:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book Vale of Humility: Plain Folk in Contemporary North Carolina Fiction : An
Approach to the Works of Doris Betts, Reynolds Price, Fred Chappell, Lee Smith, Clyde Edgerton, it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides
high quality.



Lawrence Fox:

This Vale of Humility: Plain Folk in Contemporary North Carolina Fiction : An Approach to the Works of
Doris Betts, Reynolds Price, Fred Chappell, Lee Smith, Clyde Edgerton, is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Vale of
Humility: Plain Folk in Contemporary North Carolina Fiction : An Approach to the Works of Doris Betts,
Reynolds Price, Fred Chappell, Lee Smith, Clyde Edgerton, can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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