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How do presidents lead? If presidential power is the power to persuade, why is there a lack of evidence of
presidential persuasion? George Edwards, one of the leading scholars of the American presidency, skillfully
uses this contradiction as a springboard to examine--and ultimately challenge--the dominant paradigm of
presidential leadership. The Strategic President contends that presidents cannot create opportunities for
change by persuading others to support their policies. Instead, successful presidents facilitate change by
recognizing opportunities and fashioning strategies and tactics to exploit them.

Edwards considers three extraordinary presidents--Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald
Reagan--and shows that despite their considerable rhetorical skills, the public was unresponsive to their
appeals for support. To achieve change, these leaders capitalized on existing public opinion. Edwards then
explores the prospects for other presidents to do the same to advance their policies. Turning to Congress, he
focuses first on the productive legislative periods of FDR, Lyndon Johnson, and Reagan, and finds that these
presidents recognized especially favorable conditions for passing their agendas and effectively exploited
these circumstances while they lasted. Edwards looks at presidents governing in less auspicious
circumstances, and reveals that whatever successes these presidents enjoyed also resulted from the interplay
of conditions and the presidents' skills at understanding and exploiting them.

The Strategic President revises the common assumptions of presidential scholarship and presents significant
lessons for presidents' basic strategies of governance.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Young:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Strategic President:
Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Strategic
President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership become your own starter.

Anita Winn:

The book untitled The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Steven Parrish:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in
Presidential Leadership. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jimmy Dolce:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Strategic President: Persuasion and
Opportunity in Presidential Leadership to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Strategic President: Persuasion and
Opportunity in Presidential Leadership can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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