
The Devil: A New Biography
Philip C. Almond

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0801453372
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0801453372
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0801453372


The Devil: A New Biography

Philip C. Almond

The Devil: A New Biography Philip C. Almond

"Although the Devil still 'lives' in modern popular culture, for the past 250 years he has become marginal to
the dominant concerns of Western intellectual thought. That life could not be thought or imagined without
him, that he was a part of the everyday, continually present in nature and history, and active at the depths of
our selves, has been all but forgotten. It is the aim of this work to bring modern readers to a deeper
appreciation of how, from the early centuries of the Christian period through to the recent beginnings of the
modern world, the human story could not be told and human life could not be lived apart from the 'life' of the
Devil. With that comes the deeper recognition that, for the better part of the last two thousand years, the
battle between good and evil in the hearts and minds of men and women was but the reflection of a cosmic
battle between God and Satan, the divine and the diabolic, that was at the heart of history itself."-fromThe
Devil

Lucifer, Mephistopheles, Beelzebub; Ha-Satan or the Adversary; Iblis or Shaitan: no matter what name he
travels under, the Devil has throughout the ages and across civilizations been a compelling and charismatic
presence. In Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, the supposed reign of God has long been challenged by the
fiery malice of his opponent, as contending forces of good and evil have between them weighed human souls
in the balance.

InThe Devil, Philip C. Almond explores the figure of evil incarnate from the first centuries of the Christian
era. Along the way, he describes the rise of demonology as an intellectual and theological pursuit, the
persecution as witches of women believed to consort with the Devil and his minions, and the decline in the
belief in Hell and in angels and demons as corporeal beings as a result of the Enlightenment. Almond shows
that the Prince of Darkness remains an irresistible subject in history, religion, art, literature, and culture.

Almond brilliantly locates the "life" of the Devil within the broader Christian story of which it is inextricably
a part; the "demonic paradox" of the Devil as both God's enforcer and his enemy is at the heart of
Christianity. Woven throughout the account of the Christian history of the Devil is another complex and
complicated history: that of the idea of the Devil in Western thought. Sorcery, witchcraft, possession, even
melancholy, have all been laid at the Devil's doorstep. Until the Enlightenment enforced a "disenchantment"
with the old archetypes, even rational figures such as Thomas Aquinas were obsessed with the nature of the
Devil and the specific characteristics of the orders of demons and angels. It was a significant moment both in
the history of demonology and in theology when Benedict de Spinoza (1632-1677) denied the Devil's
existence; almost four hundred years later, popular fascination with the idea of the Devil has not yet dimmed.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Devil: A New Biography.

Alfred Hoover:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Devil: A New Biography.
All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Joel Faulkner:

The publication untitled The Devil: A New Biography is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The
Devil: A New Biography from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Ruth Vigue:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and The Devil: A New Biography or maybe others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Devil: A
New Biography to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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