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In the past half century scholars have downplayed the significance of Lorenzo de' Medici (1449–1492),
called "the Magnificent," as a patron of the arts. Less wealthy than his grandfather Cosimo, the argument
goes, Lorenzo was far more interested in collecting ancient objects of art than in commissioning
contemporary art or architecture. His earlier reputation as a patron was said to be largely a construct of
humanist exaggeration and partisan deference.

Although some recent studies have taken issue with this view, no synthesis of Lorenzo as art patron and art
lover has yet emerged. In Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence historian F. W. Kent offers a new
look at Lorenzo's relationship to the arts, aesthetics, collecting, and building?especially in the context of his
role as the political boss ( maestro della bottega) of republican Florence and a leading player in Renaissance
Italian diplomacy. As a result of this approach, which pays careful attention to the events of his short but
dramatic life, a radically new chronology of Lorenzo's activities as an art patron emerges, revealing them to
have been more extensive and creative than previously thought. Kent's Lorenzo was broadly interested in the
arts and supported efforts to beautify Florence and the many Medici lands and palaces. His expertise was
well regarded by guildsmen and artists, who often turned to him for advice as well as for patronage. Lorenzo
himself was educated in the arts by such men, and Kent explores his aesthetic education and taste, taking into
account what is known of Lorenzo's patronage of music and manuscripts, and of his own creative work as a
major Quattrocento poet.

Richly illustrated with photographs of Medici landmarks by Ralph Lieberman, Lorenzo de' Medici and the
Art of Magnificence offers a masterful portrait of Lorenzo as a man whose achievements might have rivaled
his grandfather's had he not died so young.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

The book Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence (The Johns Hopkins Symposia in Comparative
History) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the good thing like a book Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence (The Johns
Hopkins Symposia in Comparative History)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence (The Johns Hopkins Symposia in
Comparative History) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Lemaster:

This Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence (The Johns Hopkins Symposia in Comparative
History) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having bit of digest in reading this Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence (The Johns
Hopkins Symposia in Comparative History) can be the light food for you because the information inside that
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and knowledge.

John Masterson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence (The Johns
Hopkins Symposia in Comparative History) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out
this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence (The Johns Hopkins Symposia in Comparative
History).

Peggy Gillman:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has



been exactly added. This guide Lorenzo de' Medici and the Art of Magnificence (The Johns Hopkins
Symposia in Comparative History) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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