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In this interdisciplinary exploration of the cultural and social history of early 19th-century France, Patricia
Mainardi focuses on what was considered a major social problem of the time - adultery. In a period when
expectations about marriage were changing, the problems of husbands, wives and lovers became a major
theme in theatre, literature and the visual arts. The author demonstrates that this intense interest was
historically grounded in the post-revolutionary collision between the new concept of the individual's right to
happiness and the traditional prerogatives of family and state. The book examines the questions that
permeated French culture and society: is duty or happiness more important? Are arranged marriages doomed
to be empty of love and poisoned by adultery? Should adulterous wives and their lovers be punished while
husbands may commit adultery with impunity? Out of such legal, social and cultural debates ultimately
emerged modern bourgeois family values, Mainardi argues. And she illuminates how art, in all its varieties,
both influences and is influenced by social change.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Husbands, Wives and Lovers:
Marriage and Its Discontents in Nineteenth-Century France that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So
, for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Husbands, Wives and
Lovers: Marriage and Its Discontents in Nineteenth-Century France become your own personal starter.

Garth McDonald:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Husbands, Wives and Lovers: Marriage and Its Discontents in
Nineteenth-Century France can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Husbands, Wives and Lovers: Marriage and Its Discontents in Nineteenth-Century France.

Michele Stoney:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Husbands, Wives and Lovers: Marriage and Its
Discontents in Nineteenth-Century France was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Husbands, Wives and Lovers: Marriage and Its Discontents in Nineteenth-Century France has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that.

Larhonda Kennedy:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Husbands,
Wives and Lovers: Marriage and Its Discontents in Nineteenth-Century France. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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