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In Beyond the Score: Music as Performance, author Nicholas Cook supplants the traditional musicological
notion of music as writing, asserting instead that it is as performance that music is loved, understood, and
consumed. This book reconceives music as an activity through which meaning is produced in real time, as
Cook rethinks familiar assumptions and develops new approaches. Focusing primarily but not exclusively on
the Western 'art' tradition, Cook explores perspectives that range from close listening to computational
analysis, from ethnography to the study of recordings, and from the social relations constructed through
performance to the performing (and listening) body. In doing so, he reveals not only that the notion of music
as text has hampered academic understanding of music, but also that it has inhibited performance practices,
placing them in a textualist straightjacket.

Beyond the Score has a strong historical emphasis, touching on broad developments in twentieth-century
performance style and setting them into their larger cultural context. Cook also investigates the relationship
between recordings and performance, arguing that we do not experience recordings as mere reproductions of
a performance but as performances in their own right. Beyond the Score is a comprehensive exploration of
new approaches and methods for the study of music as performance, and will be an invaluable addition to the
libraries of music scholars - including musicologists, music theorists, and music cognition scholars -
everywhere.

Publication of this book was supported by the AMS 75 PAYS Endowment of the American Musicological
Society, funded in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Roman:

The book Beyond the Score: Music as Performance give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Beyond
the Score: Music as Performance to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and
read a reserve Beyond the Score: Music as Performance. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

William Burns:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Beyond the Score: Music as Performance book is readable by simply you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Beyond the Score:
Music as Performance content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Beyond the Score: Music as Performance is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Charles Bryce:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Beyond the Score: Music as Performance
is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Wendy Cort:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Beyond the Score: Music as Performance can make you feel more interested to read.
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