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"It's a nice piece of pageantry. . . . Rationally it's lunatic, but in practice, everyone enjoys it, I think."—HRH
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh

Founded by Edward III in 1348, the Most Noble Order of the Garter is the highest chivalric honor among the
gifts of the Queen of England and an institution that looks proudly back to its medieval origins. But what
does the annual Garter procession of modern princes and politicians decked out in velvets and silks have to
do with fourteenth-century institutions? And did the Order, in any event, actually originate in the wardrobe
malfunction of the traditional story, when Edward held up his mistress's dropped garter for all to see and
declared it to be a mark of honor rather than shame? Or is this tale of the Order's beginning nothing more
than a vulgar myth?

With steady erudition and not infrequent irreverence, Stephanie Trigg ranges from medieval romance to
Victorian caricature, from imperial politics to medievalism in contemporary culture, to write a strikingly
original cultural history of the Order of the Garter. She explores the Order's attempts to reform and
modernize itself, even as it holds onto an ambivalent relationship to its medieval past. She revisits those
moments in British history when the Garter has taken on new or increased importance and explores a long
tradition of amusement and embarrassment over its formal processions and elaborate costumes. Revisiting
the myth of the dropped garter itself, she asks what it can tell us about our desire to seek the hidden sexual
history behind so venerable an institution.

Grounded in archival detail and combining historical method with reception and cultural studies, Shame and
Honor untangles 650 years of fact, fiction, ritual, and reinvention.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Shame and Honor: A Vulgar
History of the Order of the Garter is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Charles Wilkerson:

Typically the book Shame and Honor: A Vulgar History of the Order of the Garter has a lot of information
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Clarence Kissel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Shame and Honor: A Vulgar History
of the Order of the Garter publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Shame and Honor: A Vulgar History of the Order of the Garter as good book not just by the cover but also
by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Ann Amos:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Shame and Honor: A Vulgar History of the Order of the
Garter as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Shame and Honor: A Vulgar History of the Order of the Garter to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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