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Throughout his career, Johnny Cash has been depicted -- and has depicted himself -- as a walking
contradiction: social protestor and establishment patriot, drugged wildman and devout Christian crusader,
rebel outlaw hillbilly thug and elder statesman. Leigh H. Edwards explores the allure of this paradoxical
image and its cultural significance. She argues that Cash embodies irresolvable contradictions of American
identity that reflect foundational issues in the American experience, such as the tensions between freedom
and patriotism, individual rights and nationalism, the sacred and the profane. She illustrates how this model
of ambivalence is a vital paradigm for American popular music, and for American identity in general.
Making use of sources such as Cash's autobiographies, lyrics, music, liner notes, and interviews, Edwards
pays equal attention to depictions of Cash by others, such as Vivian Cash's publication of his letters to her,
documentaries and music journalism about him, Walk the Line, and fan club materials found in the archives
at the Country Music Foundation in Nashville, to create a full portrait of Cash and his significance as a
cultural icon.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

The experience that you get from Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) is
the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity
(Profiles in Popular) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Johnny
Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) instantly.

Glenn Hancock:

This book untitled Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from
your list.

Juan Reynolds:

The book with title Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Odis Hillyard:

This Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) is brand new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Johnny Cash
and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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