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More than four decades after her death, Billie Holiday remains one of the most gifted artists of our time–and
also one of the most elusive. Because of who she was and how she chose to live her life, Lady Day has been
the subject of both intense adoration and wildly distorted legends. Now at last, Farah Jasmine Griffin, a
writer of intellectual authority and superb literary gifts, liberates Billie Holiday from the mythology that has
obscured both her life and her art.

An intimate meditation on Holiday’s place in American culture and history, If You Can’t Be Free, Be A
Mystery reveals Lady Day in all her complexity, humor and pain–a true jazz virtuoso whose passion and
originality made every song she sang hers forever. Celebrated by poets, revered by recording artists from
Frank Sinatra to Macy Gray, Billie Holiday is more popular and influential today than ever before. Now,
thanks to this marvelous book, Holiday’s many fans can finally understand the singer and the woman they
love.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Harriman:

This If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This particular If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry
If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday can bring whenever you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone.
This If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Sheila Dickerson:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
of If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday content conveys thinking easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Casey Russell:

If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing If You Can't
Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Barbra Walker:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery: In Search of Billie Holiday why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The



inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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