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Poet, novelist, journalist, and ethnographer, Américo Paredes (1915–1999) was a pioneering figure in
Mexican American border studies and a founder of Chicano studies. Paredes taught literature and
anthropology at the University of Texas, Austin for decades, and his ethnographic and literary critical work
laid the groundwork for subsequent scholarship on the folktales, legends, and riddles of Mexican Americans.
In this beautifully written literary history, the distinguished scholar Ramón Saldívar establishes Paredes’s
preeminent place in writing the contested cultural history of the south Texas borderlands. At the same time,
Saldívar reveals Paredes as a precursor to the “new” American cultural studies by showing how he
perceptively negotiated the contradictions between the national and transnational forces at work in the
Americas in the nascent era of globalization.

Saldívar demonstrates how Paredes’s poetry, prose, and journalism prefigured his later work as a folklorist
and ethnographer. In song, story, and poetry, Paredes first developed the themes and issues that would be
central to his celebrated later work on the “border studies” or “anthropology of the borderlands.” Saldívar
describes how Paredes’s experiences as an American soldier, journalist, and humanitarian aid worker in Asia
shaped his understanding of the relations between Anglos and Mexicans in the borderlands of south Texas
and of national and ethnic identities more broadly. Saldívar was a friend of Paredes, and part of The
Borderlands of Culture is told in Paredes’s own words. By explaining how Paredes’s work engaged with
issues central to contemporary scholarship, Saldívar extends Paredes’s intellectual project and shows how it
contributes to the remapping of the field of American studies from a transnational perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Borderlands of Culture: Américo
Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New Americanists) book since this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Sylvia Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Borderlands of Culture: Américo
Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New Americanists) publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still skepticism The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New
Americanists) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break
don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Julie Tice:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational
Imaginary (New Americanists) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Joseph Mattie:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Borderlands of Culture: Américo Paredes and the Transnational Imaginary (New



Americanists) when you necessary it?
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