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The Amazon is not what it seems. As Hugh Raffles shows us in this captivating and innovative book, the
world's last great wilderness has been transformed again and again by human activity. In Amazonia brings to
life an Amazon whose allure and reality lie as much, or more, in what people have made of it as in what
nature has wrought. It casts new light on centuries of encounter while describing the dramatic remaking of a
sweeping landscape by residents of one small community in the Brazilian Amazon. Combining richly
textured ethnographic research and lively historical analysis, Raffles weaves a fascinating story that changes
our understanding of this region and challenges us to rethink what we mean by "nature."

Raffles draws from a wide range of material to demonstrate--in contrast to the tendency to downplay human
agency in the Amazon--that the region is an outcome of the intimately intertwined histories of humans and
nonhumans. He moves between a detailed narrative that analyzes the production of scientific knowledge
about Amazonia over the centuries and an absorbing account of the extraordinary transformations to the
fluvial landscape carried out over the past forty years by the inhabitants of Igarapé Guariba, four hours
downstream from the nearest city.

Engagingly written, theoretically inventive, and vividly illustrated, the book introduces a diverse range of
characters--from sixteenth-century explorers and their native rivals to nineteenth-century naturalists and
contemporary ecologists, logging company executives, and river-traders. A natural history of a different
kind, In Amazonia shows how humans, animals, rivers, and forests all participate in the making of a region
that remains today at the center of debates in environmental politics.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

The book In Amazonia: A Natural History make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book In Amazonia: A Natural History for being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book In
Amazonia: A Natural History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Susan Williams:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled In Amazonia: A Natural History your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get before. The In Amazonia: A Natural History giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

William Pak:

This In Amazonia: A Natural History is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having In Amazonia: A Natural History in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Steven Cordell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the In Amazonia: A Natural History when you needed it?
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