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The publication of Sanyika Shakur's Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member in 1993
generated a huge amount of excitement in literary circles--New York Times book critic Michiko Kakutani
deemed it a "shocking and galvanic book"--and set off a new publishing trend of gang memoirs in the 1990s.
The memoirs showcased tales of violent confrontation and territorial belonging but also offered many of the
first journalistic and autobiographical accounts of the much-mythologized gang subculture.

In The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs, Josephine Metcalf focuses on three of
these memoirs--Shakur's Monster; Luis J. Rodriguez's Always Running: La Vida Loca: Gang Days in L.A.;
and Stanley "Tookie" Williams's Blue Rage, Black Redemption--as key representatives of the gang
autobiography. Metcalf examines the conflict among violence, thrilling sensationalism, and the authorial
desire to instruct and warn competing within these works. The narrative arcs of the memoirs themselves rest
on the process of conversion from brutal, young gang bangers to nonviolent, enlightened citizens.

Metcalf analyzes the emergence, production, marketing, and reception of gang memoirs. Through interviews
with Rodriguez, Shakur, and Barbara Cottman Becnel (Williams's editor), Metcalf reveals both the writing
and publishing processes. This book analyzes key narrative conventions, specifically how diction, dialogue,
and narrative arcs shape the works. The book also explores how the memoirs are consumed. This
interdisciplinary study--fusing literary criticism, sociology, ethnography, reader-response study, and editorial
theory--brings scholarly attention to a popular, much-discussed, but understudied modern expression.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs. Try
to the actual book The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs as your friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

James Flynn:

This The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs usually are reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Culture and Politics of Contemporary
Street Gang Memoirs can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Brenda Rodriguez:

The book The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after reading this book.

Maria Clyburn:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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