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The United States witnessed an unprecedented failure of its political system in the mid-nineteenth century,
resulting in a disastrous civil war that claimed the lives of an estimated 750,000 Americans. In his other
acclaimed books about the American presidency, Fred Greenstein assesses the personal strengths and
weaknesses of presidents from George Washington to Barack Obama. Here, he evaluates the leadership
styles of the Civil War-era presidents.

Using his trademark no-nonsense approach, Greenstein looks at the presidential qualities of James K. Polk,
Zachary Taylor, Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, and Abraham Lincoln. For each
president, he provides a concise history of the man's life and presidency, and evaluates him in the areas of
public communication, organizational capacity, political skill, policy vision, cognitive style, and emotional
intelligence. Greenstein sheds light on why Buchanan is justly ranked as perhaps the worst president in the
nation's history, how Pierce helped set the stage for the collapse of the Union and the bloodiest war America
had ever experienced, and why Lincoln is still considered the consummate American leader to this day.

Presidents and the Dissolution of the Union reveals what enabled some of these presidents, like Lincoln and
Polk, to meet the challenges of their times--and what caused others to fail.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Presidents and the Dissolution of the Union: Leadership Style
from Polk to Lincoln. Try to make book Presidents and the Dissolution of the Union: Leadership Style from
Polk to Lincoln as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Bethel Stockton:

The actual book Presidents and the Dissolution of the Union: Leadership Style from Polk to Lincoln has a lot
of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Thomas Moore:

This Presidents and the Dissolution of the Union: Leadership Style from Polk to Lincoln is great guide for
you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Presidents and the Dissolution of the Union: Leadership Style from Polk to Lincoln in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Daniel Moore:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like
Presidents and the Dissolution of the Union: Leadership Style from Polk to Lincoln which is getting the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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