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In this major new book, leading cultural thinker Ien Ang engages with urgent questions of identity in an age
of globalisation and diaspora. The starting point for Ang's discussion is the experience of visiting Taiwan.
Ang, a person of Chinese descent, born in Indonesia and raised in the Netherlands, found herself "faced with
an almost insurmountable difficulty" - surrounded by people who expected her to speak to them in Chinese.
She writes: "It was the beginning of an almost decade-long engagement with the predicaments of
`Chineseness' in diaspora. In Taiwan I was different because I couldn't speak Chinese; in the West I was
different because I looked Chinese". From this autobiographical beginning, Ang goes on to reflect upon
tensions between `Asia' and `the West' at a national and global level, and to consider the disparate meanings
of `Chineseness' in the contemporary world. She offers a critique of the increasingly aggressive construction
of a global Chineseness, and challenges Western tendencies to equate `Chinese' with `Asian' identity. Ang
then turns to `the West', exploring the paradox of Australia's identity as a `Western' country in the Asian
region, and tracing Australia's uneasy relationship with its Asian neighbours, from the White Australia policy
to contemporary multicultural society. Finally, Ang draws together her discussion of `Asia' and `the West' to
consider the social and intellectual space of the `in-between', arguing for a theorising not of `difference' but
of `togetherness' in contemporary societies.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them is this On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West.

Kayla Merritt:

Precisely why? Because this On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Darrell Guess:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West
why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Candice Foushee:

You can get this On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for



you.
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