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In 1893, after a major British bank failure, a run on U.S. gold reserves, and a late-June stock-market crash,
America was in the throes of a serious economic depression. Unemployment rose, foreclosures climbed, and
popular unrest mounted. By the following spring, businessman and Populist agitator Jacob S. Coxey was fed
up with government inactivity in the face of the crisis. With the help of eccentric showman Carl Browne, he
led a group of several hundred unemployed wage earners, small farmers, and crossroads merchants on a
march from Massillon, Ohio, to Washington, D.C., to present a "petition in boots" for government-financed
jobs building and repairing the nation’s roads. On May 1, the Coxeyites descended on the center of
government, where Coxey attempted to deliver a speech on the Capitol steps. The police attacked, a melee
ensued, and Coxey and Browne spent a month in jail. Meanwhile, other Coxey-inspired contingents were on
their way east from places as far away as San Francisco and Portland. Some of them even hijacked trains
along the way.

Who was Coxey, and what motivated him?along with the angry marchers who joined his cause? What did
other Americans think of the protesters? Was there ever any chance that the protesters’ demands would be
met? Where did the agitators fit in with the politics of their day, and how did their actions jibe with the other
labor-related protests happening that year? In this concise and gripping narrative, Benjamin F. Alexander
contextualizes the march by vividly describing the misery wrought by the Panic of ’93. Alexander brings
both Coxey and his fellow leaders to life, along with the reporters and spies who traveled with them and the
diverse group of captivated newspaper readers who followed the progress of the marches and train heists.

Coxey’s Army explains how the demands of the Coxeyites?far from being the wild schemes of a small group
of cranks?fit into a larger history of economic theories that received serious attention long before and long
after the Coxey march. Despite running a gauntlet of ridicule, the marchers laid down a rough outline of
what, some forty years later, emerged as the New Deal.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this Coxey's Army: Popular Protest in the Gilded Age (Witness to History).

Zachary Kirkland:

Coxey's Army: Popular Protest in the Gilded Age (Witness to History) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Coxey's Army: Popular Protest in the Gilded Age (Witness to History) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Coxey's Army: Popular Protest in the
Gilded Age (Witness to History) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Victor McDowell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Coxey's Army: Popular Protest in the
Gilded Age (Witness to History) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Coxey's Army: Popular Protest in the Gilded Age (Witness to History) to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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