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The Risk of Reading is a defense of the idea that deep and close readings of literature can help us to
understand ourselves and the world around us. It explores some of the meaning and implications of modern
life through the deep reading of significant books. Waxler argues that we need "fiction" to give our so-called
"real life" meaning and that reading narrative fiction remains crucial to the making of a humane and
democratic society.

Beginning by exploring the implications of thinking about the importance of story in terms of "real life", The
Risk of Reading focuses on the importance of human language, especially language shaped into narrative,
and how that language is central to the human quest for identity. Waxler argues that we are "linguistic
beings," and that reading literary narrative is a significant way to enrich and preserve the traditional sense of
human identity and knowledge. This is especially true in the midst of a culture which too often celebrates
visual images, spectacle, electronic devices, and celebrity. Reading narrative, in other words, should be
considered a counter-cultural activity crucial on the quest to "know thyself." Reading literature is one of the
best opportunities we have today to maintain a coherent human identity and remain self-reflective
individuals in a world that seems particularly chaotic and confusing.

Each chapter takes up a well-known work of nineteenth- or twentieth-century literature in order to discuss
more fully these issues, exploring, in particular, the notion of life as a journey or quest and the crucial
relationship between language and our contingent everyday existence. Of particular interest along the way is
the question of what literary narrative can teach us about our mortality and how stories offer opportunities to
reflect on the ambivalent and profound meaning of mortal knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Risk of
Reading: How Literature Helps Us to Understand Ourselves and the World? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Robert Monson:

This The Risk of Reading: How Literature Helps Us to Understand Ourselves and the World book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Risk of Reading: How Literature Helps Us to
Understand Ourselves and the World without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Risk of Reading: How Literature Helps Us to
Understand Ourselves and the World can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Risk of
Reading: How Literature Helps Us to Understand Ourselves and the World having fine arrangement in word
in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Antoinette Lefebre:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Risk of Reading: How Literature Helps Us to
Understand Ourselves and the World can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind
of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let
us have The Risk of Reading: How Literature Helps Us to Understand Ourselves and the World.

Scott Harrington:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Risk of Reading: How Literature Helps Us
to Understand Ourselves and the World to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion
for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Risk of Reading: How Literature



Helps Us to Understand Ourselves and the World can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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