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This book is the first comprehensive study of Rousseau's rich and complex theory of the type of self-love
(amour propre ) that, for him, marks the central difference between humans and the beasts. Amour propre is
the passion that drives human individuals to seek the esteem, approval, admiration, or love--the recognition -
-of their fellow beings. Neuhouser reconstructs Rousseau's understanding of what the drive for recognition
is, why it is so problematic, and how its presence opens up far-reaching developmental possibilities for
creatures that possess it. One of Rousseau's central theses is that amour propre in its corrupted,
manifestations--pride or vanity--is the principal source of an array of evils so widespread that they can easily
appear to be necessary features of the human condition: enslavement, conflict, vice, misery, and self-
estrangement. Yet Rousseau also argues that solving these problems depends not on suppressing or
overcoming the drive for recognition but on cultivating it so that it contributes positively to the achievement
of freedom, peace, virtue, happiness, and unalienated selfhood. Indeed, Rousseau goes so far as to claim that,
despite its many dangers, the need for recognition is a condition of nearly everything that makes human life
valuable and that elevates it above mere animal existence: rationality, morality, freedom--subjectivity itself--
would be impossible for humans if it were not for amour propre and the relations to others it impels us to
establish.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Riggs:

The book untitled Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice examine.

Justin Pritchett:

You can get this Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Brandy Godwin:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition can make you really
feel more interested to read.

Amy Joshi:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition when you
desired it?
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