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The traditional view of puritans is that they were killjoys - serious, austere, gloomy people who closed
theatres and abolished Christmas. This book, based on extensive original research, presents a different view.
Focusing on both the writings of the leading Independent divine, Ralph Venning, and also on his pastoral
work in the 1640s and 1650s when he was successively chaplain to the Tower of London and vicar of St
Olave's, Southwark, the book reveals a much neglected strand of puritan theology. This emphasised the
importance of inner happiness and the development of a personal piety which, the author argues, was similar
in its nature to medieval mysticism, not that different from the piety promoted by earlier metaphysical
preachers, and not at all driven by the predestinarian ideas usually associated with puritans, ideas liable to
induce a sense of helplessness and despair. In addition, the book reassesses the role of Emmanuel College,
Cambridge, where Venning was educated, in shaping puritan thought, discusses Max Weber's ideas about
puritanism and capitalism especially in relation to recreation and leisure activities, and demonstrates that
Venning's strand of puritanism favoured toleration, moderation and church unity to a much greater degree
than is usually associated with puritans.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

The publication with title Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph
Venning, c.1621-1674 includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

David Russell:

The reason? Because this Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph
Venning, c.1621-1674 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Fatima Leonard:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be read. Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph
Venning, c.1621-1674 can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time
problems.

Clara Duke:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674
offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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