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Chronicling the underappreciated black tradition of bearing arms for self-defense, this book presents an array
of examples reaching back to the pre—Civil War era that demonstrate a willingness of African American
men and women to use firearms when necessary to defend their families and communities. From Frederick
Douglass’s advice to keep “a good revolver” handy as defense against slave catchers to the armed self-
protection of Monroe, North Carolina, blacks against the KKK chronicled in Robert Williams’s Negroes with
Guns, it is clear that owning firearms was commonplace in the black community.

     Nicholas Johnson points out that this story has been submerged because it is hard to reconcile with the
dominant narrative of nonviolence during the civil rights era. His book, however, resolves that tension by
showing how the black tradition of arms maintained and demanded a critical distinction between private
self-defense and political violence. 

     Johnson also addresses the unavoidable issue of young black men with guns and the toll that gun violence
takes on many in the inner city. He shows how complicated this issue is by highlighting the surprising
diversity of views on gun ownership in the black community. In fact, recent Supreme Court affirmations of
the right to bear arms resulted from cases led by black plaintiffs.

     Surprising and informative, this well-researched book strips away many stock assumptions of
conventional wisdom on the issue of guns and the black freedom struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Gilbert:

In other case, little people like to read book Negroes and the Gun: The Black Tradition of Arms. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
Negroes and the Gun: The Black Tradition of Arms. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Blake Westerman:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guardería until university need this specific Negroes and the Gun: The Black Tradition of Arms to
read.

Gerald Wright:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Negroes and the
Gun: The Black Tradition of Arms is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Harvey Lee:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Negroes and the Gun: The Black
Tradition of Arms is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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