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"This path-breaking book brilliantly explains the explosive growth of Florida from 2.7 million inhabitants in
1950 to 15.9 million in 2000. It focuses on the diverse people who migrated here; the developers of tourism,
beaches, shopping malls, and gated communities; new technology (from air conditioning to the space age);
and the impact of this growth and development upon the environment."--James B.Crooks, professor
emeritus, University of North Florida

"This is the first comprehensive social history of Florida in any of its epochs.  A brilliant compilation of data,
it will be the standard against which all future such efforts in Florida will be measured."--Michael Gannon,
professor emeritus, University of Florida

Florida is a story of astonishing growth, a state swelling from 500,000 residents at the outset of the 20th
century to some 16 million at the end.  As recently as mid-century, on the eve of Pearl Harbor, Florida was
the smallest state in the South. At the dawn of the millennium, it is the fourth largest in the country, a
megastate that was among those introducing new words into the American vernacular: space coast, climate
control, growth management, retirement community, theme park, edge cities, shopping mall, boomburbs,
beach renourishment, Interstate, and Internet. Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams attempts to understand the
firestorm of change that erupted into modern Florida by examining the great social, cultural, and economic
forces driving its transformation.

Gary Mormino ranges far and wide across the landscape and boundaries of a place that is at once America's
southernmost state and the northernmost outpost of the Caribbean.  From the capital, Tallahassee--a day's
walk from the Georgia border--to Miami--a city distant but tantalizingly close to Cuba and Haiti--Mormino
traces the themes of Florida's transformation: the echoes of old Dixie and a vanishing Florida; land booms
and tourist empires; revolutions in agriculture, technology, and demographics; the seductions of the beach
and the dynamics of a graying population; and the enduring but changing meanings of a dreamstate. Beneath
the iconography of popular culture is revealed a complex and complicated social framework that reflects a
dizzying passage from New Spain to Old South, New South to Sunbelt.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Gilbert:

The book Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History and
Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great
thing like a book Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History
and Culture)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Land of Sunshine,
State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History and Culture) has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Laura McLaughlin:

The book with title Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History
and Culture) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition
of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Teresa Hanson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History and Culture) your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A
Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History and Culture) giving you another experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Wanda Jacobsen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you



knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Land of Sunshine,
State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History and Culture).
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