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The Choctaws are among the largest and best-known Indian tribes originally of the Southeastern United
States, but over the centuries they have become one of the most acculturated to white ways, known more for
what they absorbed of white culture than for their own distinctive traditions. Since the removal of the
greatest part of the tribe to Oklahoma in the 1830s, Euro-American acculturation has become especially
dominant. Nevertheless, among the isolated group of Choctaws that remained in Mississippi after Removal
and a few individuals in Oklahoma, the old tribal dances and songs have been preserved.

This book discusses all aspects of the Choctaw dances and songs performed today by dance troupes in
Mississippi and Oklahoma. It describes the social organization of the troupes, the construction and use of
their musical instruments, and their costumes. Extensive historical information surveys the early literature on
Choctaw music and dance, the divergent experiences of the Mississippi and Oklahoma Groups, and the
recent movement toward cultural revival among traditionalists in both states.

The choreography for each dance that survives in the Choctaw repertory is described in detail and illustrated
by photographs. The book also contains an overview of Choctaw dance music, with a classification of the
song and in-depth analyses of musical elements, form, and design. The structure of dance events is
reconstructed here for the first time. Musical transcriptions of thirty songs are included.

The authors, using a comparative approach, have focused on the relationship between contemporary
performances in Oklahoma and Mississippi. Despite regional variations in performance practice, the
Choctaws have sustained considerable continuity in their dance and music in this century, successfully
resisting fierce pressure to assimilate and thereby lose all remaining vestiges of their culture.

This is the first book-length study of Choctaw music and dance since 1943, with much new information on
the dances. It will be welcomed by ethnomusicologists, dance ethnologists, students of Native American
culture, anthropologists, folklorists, and anyone interested in American Indian dance.
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From reader reviews:

Stacy Vincent:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Choctaw Music and Dance is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Laura Burke:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Choctaw Music and Dance, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Edward Roth:

The particular book Choctaw Music and Dance has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Shelly Sampson:

Beside that Choctaw Music and Dance in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Choctaw
Music and Dance because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book and read it from now!
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