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Barbara J. Shapiro traces the surprising genesis of the "fact," a modern concept that, she convincingly
demonstrates, originated not in natural science but in legal discourse. She follows the concept's evolution and
diffusion across a variety of disciplines in early modern England, examining how the emerging "culture of
fact" shaped the epistemological assumptions of each intellectual enterprise.Drawing on an astonishing
breadth of research, Shapiro probes the fact's changing identity from an alleged human action to a proven
natural or human happening. The crucial first step in this transition occurred in the sixteenth century when
English common law established a definition of fact which relied on eyewitnesses and testimony. The
concept widened to cover natural as well as human events as a result of developments in news reportage and
travel writing. Only then, Shapiro discovers, did scientific philosophy adopt the category "fact." With
Francis Bacon advocating more stringent criteria, the witness became a vital component in scientific
observation and experimentation. Shapiro also recounts how England's preoccupation with the fact
influenced historiography, religion, and literature?which saw the creation of a fact-oriented fictional genre,
the novel.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Culture of Fact: England,
1550-1720 book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Abram Huffman:

Often the book A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 will bring someone to the new experience of reading
a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book
very ideal to you. The book A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Amanda Chatham:

The publication with title A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Catherine Hudson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The A
Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Download and Read Online A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720
Barbara J. Shapiro #QM42NRZEVI0



Read A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 by Barbara J. Shapiro
for online ebook

A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 by Barbara J. Shapiro Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 by Barbara J. Shapiro books to read online.

Online A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 by Barbara J. Shapiro ebook PDF
download

A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 by Barbara J. Shapiro Doc

A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 by Barbara J. Shapiro Mobipocket

A Culture of Fact: England, 1550-1720 by Barbara J. Shapiro EPub


