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PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary of the book and NOT the original book. 
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd: A 30-minute Chapter-by-Chapter
Summary, Review & Analysis

Inside this Instaread Summary:

• Overview of the entire book
• Introduction to the important people in the book
• Summary and analysis of all the chapters in the book
• Key Takeaways of the book
• A Reader's Perspective

Preview of this summary:

Part One | November 1803–February 1805

Hetty Handful Grimké 
Hetty “Handful” Grimké is introduced as a slave yard girl who works for the John Grimké household. She is
the daughter of Charlotte, seamstress for the household. The mistress of the Grimké household is a strict
disciplinarian and is often cruel to the slaves she owns. Handful is then called into the house by the Mistress
for an announcement that will change her life forever.

Sarah Grimké 
Sarah Grimké is introduced as the daughter of John and Mary Grimké. It is her eleventh birthday and she is
being promoted out of the nursery into her own bedroom. A flashback reveals that as a small child Sarah
witnessed a slave being whipped. Seeing this event was so traumatic for Sarah that she developed a stuttering
problem with her speech.

Handful 
Sarah’s mother ties purple ribbons around Handful’s neck and then presents her as a birthday gift to Sarah to
be her own personal handmaid. Sarah doesn’t want to accept the slave stating she doesn’t need a handmaid.
Handful is so upset and scared that she ends up wetting herself in front of the party guests. Sarah’s mother is
upset by both Sarah’s refusal of her birthday gift and Handful’s accident.

Sarah 
Sarah’s mother forces Sarah to write notes of apology for her rudeness to all of the guests who attended her
birthday party. Sarah gets the idea that, although her mother wouldn’t let her return Handful, perhaps she can
grant Handful her freedom. She sneaks down to her father’s library to search his law books. She finds the



correct wording to write a release to grant a slave freedom. She copies the words, fills in Handful’s name,
and signs her own name to the document. She then leaves the document on her father’s desk. That night is
the first time Sarah feels that she is destined for something important. She dreams of being a lawyer like her
father. She cuts a silver button from her birthday dress and saves it as a way of marking the occasion. The
button comes to represent this feeling she has about her destiny. When Sarah gets up in the morning, she
finds the document torn in two on the floor in front of her bedroom door...
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Marsh:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A 30-Minute Summary of Sue Monk Kidd's The Invention of
Wings.

Micheal Moore:

The e-book with title A 30-Minute Summary of Sue Monk Kidd's The Invention of Wings has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Diane Gibbons:

Beside this A 30-Minute Summary of Sue Monk Kidd's The Invention of Wings in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have A 30-Minute Summary of Sue Monk Kidd's The Invention of Wings because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Linda King:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide A 30-Minute Summary of Sue Monk Kidd's The Invention of Wings
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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