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From Homer ("winged words") to Robert Burns ("Beware a tongue that's smoothly hung") to Rudyard
Kipling ("Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind"), writers from all over the world
have put pen to paper on the inexhaustible topic of language. Yet surprisingly, their writings on the subject
have never been gathered in a single volume. In Words on Words, David and Hilary Crystal have collected
nearly 5,000 quotations about language and all its intriguing aspects: speaking, reading, writing, translation,
verbosity, usage, slang, and more. As the stock-in-trade of so many professions—orators, media
personalities, writers, and countless others—language's appeal as a subject is extraordinarily relevant and
wide-ranging.

The quotations are grouped thematically under 65 different headings, from "The Nature of Language"
through the "Language of Politics" to "Quoting and Misquoting." This arrangement enables the reader to
explore a topic through a variety of lenses, ancient and modern, domestic and foreign, scientific and casual,
ironic and playful. Three thorough indexes—to authors, sources, and key words—provide different entry
points into the collection. A valuable resource for professional writers and scholars, Words on Words is for
anyone who loves language and all things linguistic.
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From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

The book Words on Words: Quotations about Language and Languages gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Words on
Words: Quotations about Language and Languages being your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open and read a reserve Words on Words: Quotations about Language and Languages.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this book?

Kathryn Glover:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Words on Words: Quotations about Language
and Languages ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Words on Words: Quotations about
Language and Languages is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Words on Words: Quotations about Language and Languages. You never
feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Laura Enriquez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's why,
by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Words on Words: Quotations about
Language and Languages book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Alice Winfield:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Words on Words: Quotations about Language and Languages provide you with a new experience in reading
through a book.
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