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For almost ten years, Samuel Mockbee, a recent MacArthur Grant recipient, and his architecture students at
Auburn University have been designing and building striking houses and community buildings for
impoverished residents of Alabama's Hale County. Using salvaged lumber and bricks, discarded tires, hay
and waste cardboard bales, concrete rubble, colored bottles, and old license plates, they create inexpensive
buildings that bear the trademark of Mockbee's work, which he describes as "contemporary modernism
grounded in Southern culture."In a time of unexampled prosperity, when architectural attention focuses on
big, glossy urban projects, the Rural Studio provides an alternative of substance. In addition to being a social
welfare venture, the Rural Studio--"Taliesin South" as Mockbee calls it--is also an educational experiment
and a prod to the architectural profession to act on its best instincts. In giving students hands-on experience
in designing and building something real, it extends their education beyond paper architecture. And in
scavenging and reusing a variety of unusual materials, it is a model of sustainable architecture. The work of
Rural Studio has struck such a chord-both architecturally and socially--that it has been featured on Oprah,
Nightline, and CBS News, as well as in Time and People magazines.The Studio has completed more than a
dozen projects, including the Bryant "Hay Bale" House, Harris "Butterfly" House, Yancey Chapel, Akron
Chapel, Children's Center, H.E.R.O. Playground, Lewis House, Super Sheds and Pods, Spencer House
addition, Farmer's Market, Mason's Bend Community Center, Goat House, and Shannon-Dutley House.
These buildings, along with the incredible story of the Rural Studio, the people who live there, and Mockbee
and his student architects, are detailed in this colorful book, the first on the subject."I tell my students, it's got
to be warm, dry, and noble"--Samuel Mockbee
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From reader reviews:

Donald Andrews:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee and
an Architecture of Decency book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

John Herrera:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee and an
Architecture of Decency is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Juan Gilbert:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee and
an Architecture of Decency reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee and an Architecture of Decency as good book not just by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jean Taylor:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Rural Studio: Samuel Mockbee and an Architecture
of Decency was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Rural Studio: Samuel
Mockbee and an Architecture of Decency has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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