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Adam Sandler movies, HBO's Entourage, and such magazines as Maxim and FHM all trade in and appeal to
one character—the modern boy-man. Addicted to video games, comic books, extreme sports, and dressing
down, the boy-man would rather devote an afternoon to Grand Theft Auto than plan his next career move.
He would rather prolong the hedonistic pleasures of youth than embrace the self-sacrificing demands of
adulthood.

When did maturity become the ultimate taboo? Men have gone from idolizing Cary Grant to aping Hugh
Grant, shunning marriage and responsibility well into their twenties and thirties. Gary Cross, renowned
cultural historian, identifies the boy-man and his habits, examining the attitudes and practices of three
generations to make sense of this gradual but profound shift in American masculinity. Cross matchestherise
of the American boy-man to trends in twentieth-century advertising, popular culture, and consumerism, and
he locates the roots of our present crisisin the vague call for anew model of |eadership that, ultimately,
failed to offer a better concept of maturity.

Cross does not blame the young or glorify the past. He finds that men of the "Greatest Generation" might
have embraced their role as providers but were confused by the contradictions and expectations of modern
fatherhood. Their uncertainty gave birth to the Beats and men who indulged in childhood hobbies and boyish
sports. Rather than fashion a new manhood, baby-boomers held onto their youth and, when that was gone,
embraced Viagra. Without mature role models to emulate or rebel against, Generation X turned to cynicism
and sensual intensity, and the media fed on thislonging, transforming alife stage into a highly desirable
lifestyle. Arguing that contemporary American culture undermines both conservative ideals of male maturity
and the liberal values of community and responsibility, Cross concludes with a proposal for a modern
marriage of personal desire and ethical adulthood.
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From reader reviews:
John Charlie:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book Men to Boys: The Making of Modern Immaturity. Y ou can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of
book Men to Boys: The Making of Modern Immaturity. Y ou can add information and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing
it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let'slearn.

Cheri Whaley:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can aso inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet awaystry to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them isthis
Men to Boys: The Making of Modern Immaturity.

Paul Hardy:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Men to Boys: The Making of Modern Immaturity why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Violet Jarréll:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Men to Boys: The Making of Modern Immaturity. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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