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A stunning elegy to a vanished time, Caroline Heller’smemoir tracesthe lives of her parents, her
uncle, and their circle of intellectuals and dreamersfrom Central Europe on the eve of World War 11
to present-day America.

In this unforgettable dual memoir of her parents’ lives and her own, Caroline Heller bringsto life the lost
world of European café culture, and reminds us of the sustaining power of literature in the most challenging
of times.

Heller vividly evokes prewar Prague, where her parents lived, loved, and studied. Her mother, Liese
Florsheim, was a young German refugee initially drawn to Erich Heller, a bright but detached intellectual,
rather than to his brother, Paul. As Hitler’s power spreads and World War 11 becomes inevitable, their world
is destroyed and they must flee the country and continent. Paul, who will eventually become the author’s
father, is trapped and sent to Buchenwald, where he survives under hellish conditions.

Though Paul’s life nearly endsin Europe, he reunites with Liese in the United States, where they marry.
Their daughter Caroline, restless and insecure, carries the trauma of her parents’ story with her, but her quest
to make peace with her heritage is eased by her love of books and writers, part of her family legacy. Through
the darkest years of Hitler'srule, Caroling’ s parents and uncle had turned time and time again to literature to
help them survive—and so she does as well.

Written with sensitivity and grace, Reading Claudius is a profound meditation on the ways we strive to solve
the mysteries of our pasts, and a window into understanding the ones we love.

Praise for Reading Claudius

“This fine book contains moments of emotion so pure that in the end, we too fall in love with the writer’s
past.”—The New York Times Book Review

“Heller plunges us lovingly and convincingly into [a] lost world.”—The Boston Globe

“Caroline Heller writes with both honesty and delicacy. | was particularly enthralled by her finely drawn
portrait of prewar Central Europe: alost world whose memories are inestimably valuable and fiercely
beautiful but which, without accounts like this, would fade forever.”—Anne Fadiman, author of The Spirit
Catches You and You Fall Down

“Reading Claudius is much more than awork of riveting personal history. It is afeat of passionate, radical
integrity. Caroline Heller has wedded the greatest level of care in her scholarship to an even deeper form of
search: that in which imagination becomes not only an act of love but an instrument of truth.”—L eah Hager
Cohen, author of No Book but the World and The Grief of Others

“A deeply felt and deeply thought memoir, it manages to unearth a whole lost world with aching tenderness
and regret.”—Phillip L opate, author of Portrait | nside My Head
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From reader reviews:
Mary Sims:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Reading Claudius: A Memoir
in Two Parts that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by smply reading this book. Reading
practice al over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual
but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you are able to pick Reading Claudius: A Memoir in Two Parts become your personal
Starter.

Angela Gagne:

This Reading Claudius: A Memoir in Two Partsis great guide for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say ho rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Reading Claudius. A Memoir in Two Parts in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right
but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt that?

Sheila Donovan:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Reading Claudius: A Memoair in
Two Parts which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Robert Oshea:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Reading Claudius: A Memoir in Two Parts or maybe others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would liketo read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Reading Claudius: A Memoir in Two Parts to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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