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“Whom the gods wish to destroy,” writes Cyril Connolly, “they first call promising.” First published in 1938
and long out of print, Enemies of Promise, an “inquiry into the problem of how to write a book that lasts ten
years,” tests the boundaries of criticism, journalism, and autobiography with the blistering prose that became
Connolly’s trademark. Connolly here confronts the evils of domesticity, politics, drink, and advertising as
well as novelists such as Joyce, Proust, Hemingway, and Faulkner in essays that remain fresh and penetrating
to this day.
 
 “A fine critic, compulsive traveler, and candid autobiographer. . . . [Connolly] lays down the law for all
writers who wanted to count. . . . He had imagination and decisive images flashed with the speed of wit in his
mind.”—V. S. Pritchett, New York Review of Books
 
“Anyone who writes, or wants to write, will find something on just about every single page that either
endorses a long-held prejudice or outrages, and that makes it a pretty compelling read. . . . You end up
muttering back at just about every ornately constructed pensée that Connolly utters, but that’s one of the joys
of this book.”—Nick Hornby, The Believer
 
“A remarkable book.”—Anthony Powell
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From reader reviews:

William Gilbert:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Enemies of Promise book as this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Frank Anderson:

The actual book Enemies of Promise has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Steven Connell:

This Enemies of Promise is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Enemies of Promise can be the light food for you
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Deborah Ryan:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Enemies of Promise can make you sense more interested to read.
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