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Urged on by a powerful ideological and political movement, George W. Bush committed the United States to
a quest for empire. American values and principles were universal, he asserted, and should guide the
transformation of the world. Claes Ryn sees this drive for virtuous empire as the triumph of forces that in the
last several decades acquired decisive influence in both the American parties, the foreign policy
establishment, and the media.

Public intellectuals like William Bennett, Charles Krauthammer, William Kristol, Michael Novak, Richard
Perle, and Norman Podhoretz argued that the United States was an exceptional nation and should bring
"democracy," "freedom," and "capitalism" to countries not yet enjoying them. Ryn finds the ideology of
American empire strongly reminiscent of the French Jacobinism of the eighteenth century. He describes the
drive for armed world hegemony as part of a larger ideological whole that both expresses and aggravates a
crisis of democracy and, more generally, of American and Western civilization.

America the Virtuous sees the new Jacobinism as symptomatic of America shedding an older sense of the
need for restraints on power. Checks provided by the US Constitution have been greatly weakened with the
erosion of traditional moral and other culture.
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From reader reviews:

Henry McMahon:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this America the Virtuous: The Crisis of Democracy and
the Quest for Empire.

Kenny Crowther:

The actual book America the Virtuous: The Crisis of Democracy and the Quest for Empire has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Dorothea Profitt:

The book untitled America the Virtuous: The Crisis of Democracy and the Quest for Empire contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice study.

Lewis Farnsworth:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This America the Virtuous: The
Crisis of Democracy and the Quest for Empire is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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