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The originators of classical political economy—Adam Smith, David Ricardo, James Steuart, and
others—created a discourse that explained the logic, the origin, and, in many respects, the essential rightness
of capitalism. But, in the great texts of that discourse, these writers downplayed a crucial requirement for
capitalism’s creation: For it to succeed, peasants would have to abandon their self-sufficient lifestyle and go
to work for wages in a factory. Why would they willingly do this?
Clearly, they did not go willingly. As Michael Perelman shows, they were forced into the factories with the
active support of the same economists who were making theoretical claims for capitalism as a self-correcting
mechanism that thrived without needing government intervention. Directly contradicting the laissez-faire
principles they claimed to espouse, these men advocated government policies that deprived the peasantry of
the means for self-provision in order to coerce these small farmers into wage labor. To show how Adam
Smith and the other classical economists appear to have deliberately obscured the nature of the control of
labor and how policies attacking the economic independence of the rural peasantry were essentially
conceived to foster primitive accumulation, Perelman examines diaries, letters, and the more practical
writings of the classical economists. He argues that these private and practical writings reveal the real
intentions and goals of classical political economy—to separate a rural peasantry from their access to land.
This rereading of the history of classical political economy sheds important light on the rise of capitalism to
its present state of world dominance. Historians of political economy and Marxist thought will find that this
book broadens their understanding of how capitalism took hold in the industrial age.
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From reader reviews:

John McKenzie:

The book The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive
Accumulation make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make examining a book The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the
Secret History of Primitive Accumulation to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
wide open and read a book The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History
of Primitive Accumulation. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Lois Hernandez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if
you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Invention of
Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joseph Haner:

The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret
History of Primitive Accumulation however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jeannette Villalobos:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political
Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation was bright colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret
History of Primitive Accumulation has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of



book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading that.
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