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The hieroglyphs of ancient Egypt have fascinated people for over three thousand years. In this engaging new
study, Penelope Wilson offers a wide ranging look at this ancient form of writing, touching on everything
from basic principles of translation to its broader function in Egyptian culture.
Sacred Signs illuminates the cultural significance of hieroglyphs, showing how it was used in monumental
art and as the rarified language of the gods. Wilson points out that the Egyptian word for pictorial writing
was "medu-netjer," which means "words of god." Hieroglyphs were an exalted mode of communication,
used to speak with the gods or to guide rulers in the afterlife (for instance, hieroglyphs might describe a set
of spells, rituals, and the route to the afterlife for use by the king or queen). Indeed, hieroglyphs differed
from everyday writing and the average Egyptian was unable to read them--only the elite were taught the
pictorial signs. Throughout the book, Wilson illuminates the writing system itself. We learn that hieroglyphs
can be read either left-to-right or right-to-left and that animals, birds, people, serpents, and fish were drawn
in profile, all facing the same way, so that readers would know which way to read the line. Also, individual
signs derived from everyday objects in the Egyptian world, so that learning hieroglyphs is not only a
linguistic exercise, but also an insightful introduction to Egyptian culture and daily life.
Written by an authority on hieroglyphics, Sacred Signs is the only book available that presents up-to-date
evidence in an accessible way, illuminating the function and importance of hieroglyphs within the
framework of ancient Egyptian culture.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt (Very
Short Introductions). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important the book Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt (Very Short Introductions).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a
book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Arlene Martin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt
(Very Short Introductions). All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Stacy Vincent:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in
Ancient Egypt (Very Short Introductions) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Michael Trejo:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt (Very Short
Introductions) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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