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Sandy Bardsley examines the complex relationship between speech and gender in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries and engages debates on the static nature of women's status after the Black Death.
Focusing on England, Venomous Tongues uses a combination of legal, literary, and artistic sourcesto show
how deviant speech was increasingly feminized in the later Middle Ages. Women of all social classes and
marital statuses ran the risk of being charged as scolds, and local jurisdictions interpreted the label "scold" in
away that best fit their particular circumstances. Indeed, Bardsley demonstrates, this flexibility of definition
helped to ensure the longevity of the term: women were punished as scolds as late as the early nineteenth
century.

The tongue, according to late medieval moralists, was a dangerous weapon that tempted people to sin.
During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, clerics railed against blasphemers, liars, and slanderers, while
village and town elites prosecuted those who abused officials or committed the newly devised offense of
scolding. In courts, women in particular were prosecuted and punished for insulting others or talking too
much in a public setting. In literature, both men and women were warned about women's propensity to
gossip and quarrel, while characters such as Noah's Wife and the Wife of Bath demonstrate the devel opment
of a stereotypically garrulous woman. Visual representations, such as depictions of women gossiping in
church, also reinforced the message that women's speech was likely to be disruptive and deviant.
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From reader reviews:
Diane Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Venomous Tongues. Speech and
Gender in Late Medieval England (The Middle Ages Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Salvador Perez;

The feeling that you get from Venomous Tongues: Speech and Gender in Late Medieval England (The
Middle Ages Series) is amore deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Venomous Tongues:
Speech and Gender in Late Medieval England (The Middle Ages Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having that Venomous Tongues: Speech and Gender in Late Medieval
England (The Middle Ages Series) instantly.

Joseph Espar za:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will
observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you
is Venomous Tongues: Speech and Gender in Late Medieval England (The Middle Ages Series) this guide
consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That iswhy this book appropriate all of you.

Heather Bly:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Venomous Tongues: Speech and Gender in Late
Medieval England (The Middle Ages Series) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know
that book Venomous Tongues: Speech and Gender in Late Medieval England (The Middle Ages Series) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. So, not at al of book are generally make you bored,
any it can make you fedl happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to



like reading this.
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