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The human presence that animates the personal essay is surely one of the most beguiling of literary
phenomena, for it comes across in so familiar a voice that it’s easy to believe we are listening to the author
rather than a textual stand-in. But the “person” in a personal essay is always a written construct, a fabricated
character, its confessions and reminiscences as rehearsed as those of any novelist. In this first book-length
study of the personal essay, Carl Klaus unpacks this made-up self and the manifold ways in which a wide
range of essayists and essays have brought it to life.

By reconceiving the most fundamental aspect of the personal essay—the I of the essayist—Klaus
demonstrates that this seemingly uncontrived form of writing is inherently problematic, not willfully devious
but bordering upon the world of fiction. He develops this key idea by explaining how structure, style, and
voice determine the nature of a persona and our perception of it in the works of such essayists as Michel de
Montaigne, Charles Lamb, E. B. White, and Virginia Woolf. Realizing that this persona is shaped by the
force of culture and the impress of personal experience, he explores the effects of both upon the point of
view, content, and voice of such essayists as George Orwell, Nancy Mairs, Richard Rodriguez, and Alice
Walker. Throughout, in full command of the history of the essay, he calls up numerous passages in which
essayists themselves acknowledge the element of impersonation in their work, drawing upon the perspectives
of Joan Didion, Edward Hoagland, Joyce Carol Oates, Leslie Marmon Silko, Scott Russell Sanders, Annie
Dillard, Vivian Gornick, Loren Eiseley, James Baldwin, and a host of other literary guides.

Finally, adding yet another layer to the made-up self, Klaus succumbs to his addiction to the personal essay
by placing some of the different selves that various essayists have called forth in him within the essays that
he has crafted so carefully for this book. Making his way from one essay to the next with a persona variously
learned, whimsical, and poignant, he enacts the palimpsest of ways in which the made-up self comes to life
in the work of a single essayist. Thus over the course of this highly original, beautifully structured study, the
personal essay is revealed to be more complex than many readers have supposed. With its lively analyses
and illuminating examples, The Made-Up Self will speak to anyone who wishes to understand—or to
write—personal essays.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Made-Up Self: Impersonation in the Personal Essay.

Donald Calderon:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Made-Up Self: Impersonation in the Personal Essay book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer regarding The Made-Up Self: Impersonation in the Personal Essay content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Made-Up Self: Impersonation in the Personal
Essay is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Frances Lockhart:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The Made-Up Self: Impersonation in the Personal Essay, you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Vickie Hintz:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Made-Up Self: Impersonation in the
Personal Essay was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Made-Up
Self: Impersonation in the Personal Essay has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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