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In this wide-ranging exploration of the creation and use of Buddhist art in Andhra Pradesh, India, Catherine
Becker examines how material remains and visual experiences shape and reveal essential human concerns.

Shifting Stones, Shaping the Past addresses the fundamental Buddhist question of how humanity progresses
centuries after the passing of its teacher, the Buddha Sakyamuni. How might the Buddha's distant teachings
be made immediate and accessible? Beginning with an analysis of the spectacular relief sculptures that once
adorned the stupas. Over a period of almost two millennia, many of these stupas have fallen into disrepair.
While it is tempting to view these monuments as ruins, they are by no means "dead." Turning to the 20th and
21st centuries, Becker analyzes examples of new Buddhist imagery, recent state-sponsored tourism
campaigns, and new devotional activities at the sites in order to demonstrate that the stupas of Andhra
Pradesh and their sculptural adornments continue to engage the human imagination and are even ascribed
innate power and agency. Shifting Stones, Shaping the Past reveals intriguing parallels between ancient uses
of imagery and the new social, political, and religious functions of these objects and spaces.
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Shifting Stones,
Shaping the Past: Sculpture from the Buddhist Stupas of Andhra Pradesh is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Matthew Blackburn:

This Shifting Stones, Shaping the Past: Sculpture from the Buddhist Stupas of Andhra Pradesh are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Shifting Stones, Shaping
the Past: Sculpture from the Buddhist Stupas of Andhra Pradesh can be on the list of great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with
information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Shifting Stones, Shaping the Past: Sculpture from the Buddhist Stupas of Andhra Pradesh giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Elizabeth Fischer:

The publication with title Shifting Stones, Shaping the Past: Sculpture from the Buddhist Stupas of Andhra
Pradesh has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Angela Latham:

The reason why? Because this Shifting Stones, Shaping the Past: Sculpture from the Buddhist Stupas of
Andhra Pradesh is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter
it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been



you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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