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PREFACE

This volume should have been written fifty years ago, during the lifetime of many men who were familiar
with the early history and traditions of the town, which they had learned from older men with whom they had
conversed in their younger days, who, in turn, had learned these stories from the early settlers. These men
were Wilkes Wood, Zachariah Eddy, his son Samuel Eddy, Colonel Thomas Weston, Alfred Wood, and
others. Wilkes Wood delivered an historic address in 1815 ; Zachariah Eddy wrote the history of the First
Church ; Samuel Eddy gathered many important facts not before recorded ; Colonel Weston was especially
familiar with the genealogy and traditions of the settlers, and John Bennett left a number of valuable papers
relating to their conveyances of land ; but when these men passed away, much of the early history which
might have been preserved was lost forever. General Ebenezer W. Peirce, who was interested in the military
affairs of the town and the early history of Lakeville, wrote an account of Middle-boro and Lakeville for the
" History of Plymouth County," a genealogy of the Peirce family, and many articles which were published in
the Middleboro "Gazette."

We have transcribed what could be obtained relating to the early history from the records of Plymouth
Colony and the Massachusetts Archives ; but it is unfortunate that in King Philip's War the records of the
town and many ancient documents were burned. There have been kept, however, many of the records of
different purchases from the Indians, the original or early copies now being in the possession of the town
clerk.

The traditions here given have come down uniformly from father to son through generations, so that they
may be regarded as trustworthy and correct statements of facts. Many of the incidents were told to the author
in his boyhood by those men

before mentioned. For the account of Judge Oliver and the various stories connected with hislife, the author
islargely indebted to his father, who learned them from Mrs. Mary Nor-cutt, Judge Oliver's housekeeper.
Many years ago, Granville T. Sproat published the samein the Middleboro " Gazette." Family genealogies
have given more or less information concerning some of the individuals whose lives are recorded in the
following pages.

We desire to make special acknowledgment of the assistance rendered by Joseph E. Beals, chairman of the
publication committee, for many valuable suggestions and facts. The author also acknowledges the aid he
has received from other members of the committee, from many interested in the preparation of thiswork, and
from his daughter Grace, who examined and transcribed many historical documents, and from her researches
added many facts not heretofore published. Most of theillustrations are from photographs taken by Walter L.
Beals, and the plates and designs have been made by or under the supervision of Herbert S. Sylvester.

In this volume we have adopted the shorter spelling of Middleboro instead of Middleborough.

This book is submitted with the many imperfections and mistakes which, with the utmost care, awork of this



kind must necessarily contain, but the author has endeavored to set forth the story of this ancient town, and
something of the lives and character of the men, that they may not be forgotten amid the stirring scenes of
the present age and generation.
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From reader reviews:
Jesse Linder:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read abook. They arereally
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this History of the town of Middleboro, M assachusetts.

Helen Leduc:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book History of the town of Middleboro,
Massachusetts will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with
you?

Adeline Bonds:

This book untitled History of the town of Middleboro, Massachusetts to be one of several books that best
seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So thereis no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Edna Spalding:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we would like. A book isa set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. Thisreserve History of the town of Middleboro, Massachusetts was filled in relation to
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read
aguide. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get book you wanted.
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