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Americans value privacy as one of their most cherished rights, yet the word "privacy" isn't even mentioned
in the U.S. Constitution. It took the Supreme Court's ruling in Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) to bestow
constitutional protection upon thisright. That remains one of the Court's most hotly debated rulings and led
directly to an even more controversial decision in Roe v. Wade (1973). John Johnson's masterly critique of
Griswold which observes its 40th anniversary on June 7, 2005 reminds us once again of its crucial impact on
both American law and society.

Johnson explores Griswold's origins in a challenge to Connecticut's 1879 anti-contraception law, provides a
detailed narrative of its progress, examines the unfolding of the newly secured right of privacy up to recent
controversies over same-sex relations, and grounds the story in two key contexts: the struggle within one
state to establish the right to birth control and the national debate over the right of privacy. He also provides
important insights into the Supreme Court decision in Poe v. Ullman (1961), which rejected challenges to the
Connecticut's law and was itself immediately challenged. In response to Poe, Planned Parenthood opened a
clinic in New Haven to dispense birth control advice and devices to married women. Ten days later, alocal
prosecutor shut the clinic down and indicted executive director Estelle Griswold and her medical director, C.
L ee Buxton.

Tracing the progress of Griswold's case, Johnson clarifies how privacy or "the right to be let alone" became a
judicially constructed right. In one of the most idiosyncratic opinions in the Court's history, Justice William
O. Douglas ruled that "emanations' from five constitutional amendments afforded protection to the right of
privacy, while several other justices proposed competing rationalesin support. As he unravels this
fascinating tale, Johnson reveals a multifaceted decision that was not in fact the doctrinal novelty that many
scholars have argued.

For two generations, Griswold has functioned as the legal basis for judicia rulingsinvolving issues of sexual
intimacy, reproductive rights, and family life. Even today, it continues to set the agenda for debates about
privacy in American life and about how the Constitution itself should be interpreted. Johnson's deft and
incisive analysis of the case will interest anyone concerned about the nature, scope, and future of privacy in
America.
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From reader reviews:
George Valentine:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is aways change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth
Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in thisera.

Irene Gwyn:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possihilities will not happen within you if you take Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the
Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) as the daily resource
information.

Rosalie Lloyd:

Beside this particular Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you do not get what it's al about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisinside your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
this? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Jamie Ault:

This Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases
and American Society) is new way for you who has interest to ook for some information given it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional
Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) can be the light food for you personally



because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
guide form make them fed drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereisnoinreading a
publication especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't missthat! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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