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Western culture has long been fascinated by black women, but a history of enslavement and colonial
conquest has variously labeled black women's bodies as "exotic" and "grotesque." In this remarkable cultural
history of black female beauty, Janell Hobson explores the enduring figure of the "Hottentot Venus."

In 1810, Saartjie Baartman was taken from South Africa to Europe, where she was put on display at circuses,
salons, and museums and universities as the "Hottentot Venus." The subsequent legacy of representations of
black women's sexuality-from Josephine Baker to Serena Williams to hip-hop and dancehall videos-
continues to refer back to this persistent icon. This book analyzes the history of critical and artistic responses
to this iconography by black women in contemporary photography, film, literature, music, and dance.
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From reader reviews:

Nola Schroeder:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Venus in the Dark: Blackness
and Beauty in Popular Culture book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Timothy Rocha:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Venus in the Dark: Blackness and Beauty
in Popular Culture is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Tammara Dejesus:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Venus in the
Dark: Blackness and Beauty in Popular Culture suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Venus in the Dark: Blackness and Beauty in Popular Cultureis one of
several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
in this book.

Rachel Leadbetter:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Venus in the Dark: Blackness and Beauty in Popular Culture when you
essential it?
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