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Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire," along with other papers in this volume, laid the foundation of
modern thermodynamics. Highly readable, "Reflections" contains no arguments that depend on calculus,
consisting mostly of statements couched in exact language. It represents a tribute to Carnot's capacity to
generalize, and to see fundamental processes at work in complex mechanisms.
"Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire" examines the relation between heat and the work done by heat in
high- and low-pressure steam engines, air-engines, and an internal combustion machine. Carnot established
conditions for the economical working of these engines and invented the closed cycle of operations. He
realized that in any engine, the amount of work done by heat is determined solely by the range of
temperature through which it fell in the operation. He extended the ideas of his father, Lazare Carnot, on
mechanics to thermal processes, deriving statements on the impossibility of perpetual motion and the need to
avoid irreversible changes.
Little notice was paid to this book upon its 1824 publication; ten years later, Emile Clapeyron's more
analytical paper on the same subject received wider attention. This English translation includes selections
from Carnot's posthumous manuscripts and a paper by Rudolf Clausius that rewrote Carnot's results in a
terminology that distinguished between change of entropy and quantity of heat.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the Second
Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics).

Daniel Gomez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Reflections on the Motive Power of
Fire: And Other Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics), it is possible to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously
its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jackie Frost:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And
Other Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) reserve written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still question Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the
Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) as good book not merely by the cover but also
through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Arlene Miller:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other
Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So ,



why hesitate? We need to have Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the Second
Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics).
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