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In 480 B.C., Xerxes, the King of Persia, led an invasion of mainland Greece. Its success should have been a
formality. For seventy years, victory—rapid, spectacular victory—had seemed the birthright of the Persian
Empire. In the space of a single generation, they had swept across the Near East, shattering ancient
kingdoms, storming famous cities, putting together an empire which stretched from India to the shores of the
Aegean. As a result of those conquests, Xerxes ruled as the most powerful man on the planet. Yet somehow,
astonishingly, against the largest expeditionary force ever assembled, the Greeks of the mainland managed to
hold out. The Persians were turned back. Greece remained free. Had the Greeks been defeated in the epochal
naval battle at Salamis, not only would the West have lost its first struggle for independence and survival,
but it is unlikely that there would ever have been such an entity as the West at all.

Tom Holland’s brilliant new book describes the very first “clash of Empires” between East and West. As he
did in the critically praised Rubicon, he has found extraordinary parallels between the ancient world and our
own. There is no other popular history that takes in the entire sweep of the Persian Wars, and no other
classical historian, academic or popular, who combines scholarly rigor with novelistic depth with a worldly
irony in quite the fashion that Tom Holland does.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Olivieri:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Persian Fire: The First World Empire and the Battle for the West.

Joyce Johnson:

The book Persian Fire: The First World Empire and the Battle for the West has a lot details on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

William Marshall:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Persian Fire: The First World Empire and the Battle for the West.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Nancy Stever:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Persian Fire: The First World Empire and
the Battle for the West as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Persian Fire: The First World Empire and the Battle for the West to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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