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The manger or Macy's? Americans might well wonder which is the real shrine of Christmas, as they take part
each year in a mix of churchgoing, shopping, and family togetherness. But the history of Christmas cannot
be summed up so easily as the commercialization of a sacred day. As Penne Restad reveals in this marvelous
new book, it has always been an ambiguous meld of sacred thoughts and worldly actions-- as well as a
fascinating reflection of our changing society.
In Christmas in America, Restad brilliantly captures the rise and transformation of our most universal
national holiday. In colonial times, it was celebrated either as an utterly solemn or a wildly social event--if it
was celebrated at all. Virginians hunted, danced, and feasted. City dwellers flooded the streets in raucous
demonstrations. Puritan New Englanders denounced the whole affair. Restad shows that as times changed,
Christmas changed--and grew in popularity. In the early 1800s, New York served as an epicenter of the
newly emerging holiday, drawing on its roots as a Dutch colony (St. Nicholas was particularly popular in the
Netherlands, even after the Reformation), and aided by such men as Washington Irving. In 1822, another
New Yorker named Clement Clarke Moore penned a poem now known as "'Twas the Night Before
Christmas," virtually inventing the modern Santa Claus. Well-to-do townspeople displayed a German
novelty, the decorated fir tree, in their parlors; an enterprising printer discovered the money to be made from
Christmas cards; and a hodgepodge of year-end celebrations began to coalesce around December 25 and the
figure of Santa. The homecoming significance of the holiday increased with the Civil War, and by the end of
the nineteenth century a full- fledged national holiday had materialized, forged out of borrowed and invented
custom alike, and driven by a passion for gift-giving. In the twentieth century, Christmas seeped into every
niche of our conscious and unconscious lives to become a festival of epic proportions. Indeed, Restad carries
the story through to our own time, unwrapping the messages hidden inside countless movies, books, and
television shows, revealing the inescapable presence--and ambiguous meaning--of Christmas in
contemporary culture.
Filled with colorful detail and shining insight, Christmas in America reveals not only much about the
emergence of the holiday, but also what our celebrations tell us about ourselves. From drunken revelry along
colonial curbstones to family rituals around the tree, from Thomas Nast drawing the semiofficial portrait of
St. Nick to the making of the film Home Alone, Restad's sparkling account offers much to amuse and ponder.
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From reader reviews:

Nyla Gomez:

The book Christmas in America: A History gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Christmas in
America: A History to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a e-book Christmas in America: A History. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lou Morton:

Why? Because this Christmas in America: A History is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Barbera Champ:

This Christmas in America: A History is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Christmas in America: A History
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Amy Smith:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Christmas in America: A History can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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