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Benedict de Spinoza was a Dutch philosopher. The breadth and importance of Spinoza's work was not fully
realized until many years after his death. By laying the groundwork for the 18th-century Enlightenment and
modern biblical criticism, including modern conceptions of the self and, arguably, the universe, he came to
be considered one of the great rationalists of 17th-century philosophy. Spinoza s magnum opus, the
posthumous Ethics, in which he opposed Descartes mind—body dualism, has earned him recognition as one
of Western philosophy's most important thinkers

This collection contains the works:

* Ethics

* On the Improvement of the Understanding
* Theologico-Palitical Treatise

Ethics, Demonstrated in Geometrical Order (Latin: Ethica, ordine geometrico demonstrata), usually
known as the Ethics, is a philosophical treatise written by Benedict de Spinoza. It was first published in
1677.

The book closely resembles Euclid's Elements. At the beginning of Part 1, Spinoza defines key terms and
lists axioms. On the basis of these and other definitions and axioms provided in the remaining four parts of
the book, Spinoza offers proofs of hundreds of propositions and corollaries, such as "When the Mind
imaginesits own lack of power, it is saddened by it", "A free man thinks of nothing less than of death", and
"The human Mind cannot be absolutely destroyed with the Body, but something of it remains whichis
eternal.” Theimpersonal styleis frequently interrupted by stretches of informal and at times pugnacious
prose, criticizing the views of philosophers such as René Descartes.

On The Improvement Of The Under standing, is a seventeenth-century unfinished work of philosophy by
the 17th century philosopher Baruch Spinoza. The Tractatus was first published in 1677, the year of
Spinoza's death, by some of his closest friends. The Tractatus is an attempt to formulate a philosophical
method that would allow the mind to form the clear and distinct ideas that are necessary for its perfection. It
contains, in addition, reflection upon the various kinds of knowledge, an extended treatment of definition,
and alengthy analysis of the nature and causes of doubt.

Theologico-Political Treatise was one of the most controversial texts of the early modern period. It was a
preemptive defense of Spinozas later work, Ethics, published posthumously in 1677, for which he
anticipated harsh criticism.

In the treatise, Spinoza put forth his most systematic critique of Judaism, and all organized religionin
general. Spinoza argued that theology and philosophy must be kept separate, particularly in the reading of
scripture. Whereas the goal of theology is obedience, philosophy aims at understanding rational truth.
Scripture does not teach philosophy and thus cannot be made to conform with it, otherwise the meaning of
scripture will be distorted. Conversely, if reason is made subservient to scripture, then, Spinoza argues, "the



prejudices of acommon people of long ago... will gain ahold on his understanding and darken it."
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From reader reviews:
Arthur Haase:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the
Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Given that we know about how isimportant a book Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of
the Understanding, & Theologico-Palitical Treatise. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called
e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Carolyn Robles:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge
disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Benedictus de Spinoza:
Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise as your daily resource
information.

Edward Crodley:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise
can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Stacia Cobb:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this modern
eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like newspaper,
magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your

knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the
Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theol ogico-Political Treatise
when you necessary it?
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