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PREFACE

The following pages are taken from the Forlong Bequest lectures which
I delivered in March last at the School of Oriental Studies. Owing to
exigencies of space, much of what I then said has been omitted here,
especially with regard to the worship of Siva; but enough remains to
make clear my general view, which is that the religion of the Aryans
of India was essentially a worship of spirits--sometimes spirits of
real persons, sometimes imaginary spirits--and that, although in early
days it provisionally found room for personifications of natural
forces, it could not digest them into Great Gods, and therefore they
have either disappeared or, if surviving, remain as mere Struldbrugs.
Thus I am a heretic in relation to both the Solar Theory and the
Vegetation Theory, as everyone must be who takes the trouble to study
Hindu nature without prejudice.

L. D. B.

_May 29, 1922._

* * * * *
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this WISDOM OF THE EAST, HINDU GODS
AND HEROES, STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE RELIGION OF INDIA book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still skepticism WISDOM OF THE EAST, HINDU GODS AND HEROES,
STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE RELIGION OF INDIA as good book not simply by the cover but
also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Victor Brown:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. WISDOM OF THE EAST, HINDU GODS AND HEROES, STUDIES IN THE HISTORY
OF THE RELIGION OF INDIA can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have
those short extra time problems.

Gene Lyons:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This WISDOM OF THE EAST, HINDU
GODS AND HEROES, STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE RELIGION OF INDIA can be the answer,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Claudette Everett:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native or
citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book
WISDOM OF THE EAST, HINDU GODS AND HEROES, STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE
RELIGION OF INDIA we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being
creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life by this book WISDOM OF THE EAST, HINDU GODS AND HEROES,
STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE RELIGION OF INDIA. You can more appealing than now.
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