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Stealing the Show is a study of African American actors in Hollywood during the 1930s, a decade that saw
the consolidation of stardom as a potent cultural and industrial force. Petty focuses on five performers whose
Hollywood film careers flourished during this period—Louise Beavers, Fredi Washington, Lincoln “Stepin
Fetchit” Perry, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, and Hattie McDaniel—to reveal the “problematic stardom” and
the enduring, interdependent patterns of performance and spectatorship for performers and audiences of
color. She maps how these actors—though regularly cast in stereotyped and marginalized roles—employed
various strategies of cinematic and extracinematic performance to negotiate their complex positions in
Hollywood and to ultimately “steal the show.” Drawing on a variety of source materials, Petty explores these
stars’ reception among Black audiences and theorizes African American viewership in the early twentieth
century. Her book is an important and welcome contribution to the literature on the movies.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

The book Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Stealing the Show: African American
Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

James Jackson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Stealing the Show: African American Performers and
Audiences in 1930s Hollywood as the daily resource information.

Douglas Henry:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Stealing the Show: African American Performers and
Audiences in 1930s Hollywood it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Annamarie Hernandez:

Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing



Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood nevertheless doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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