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Frank O’Hara (1926–1966) was one of the most original and influential American poets of the twentieth
century. Although he grew up in Grafton, Massachusetts, O’Hara developed into the quintessential poet of
mid-century Manhattan; soon after his arrival in New York in 1951 he evolved a new kind of urban poetry
that brilliantly captures the heady excitements of a golden period in the city’s artistic life. O’Hara’s style
exudes an insistent, seductive glamour; his mercurial poems, at once open-ended and startlingly immediate,
radiate an insouciant confidence that has lost none of its freshness over the decades. O’Hara was at the heart
of a vibrant artistic circle that embraced fellow New York School poets John Ashbery, Barbara Guest,
Kenneth Koch, and James Schuyler, as well as experimental painters such as Willem de Kooning, Larry
Rivers, and Jasper Johns. Their achievements are movingly celebrated in many of his poems, while at the
same time he paid loving tribute to popular idols such as James Dean and Lana Turner:

Lana Turner has collapsed!
I was trotting along and suddenly
it started raining and snowing
and you said it was hailing
but hailing hits you on the head
hard so it was really snowing and
raining and I was in such a hurry
to meet you but the traffic
was exactly like the sky
and suddenly I see a headline
LANA TURNER HAS COLLAPSED!
there is no snow in Hollywood
there is no rain in California
I have been to lots of parties
and acted perfectly disgraceful
but I never actually collapsed
oh Lana Turner we love you get up

This generous new selection by Mark Ford reflects all the phases and varied achievements of O’Hara’s
tragically foreshortened career, including his drama, and is followed by an appendix of key prose texts such
as “Personism,” in which O’Hara succinctly summed up his overall approach to poetry: “You just go on your
nerve.”
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Vanmeter:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Selected Poems can be very good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Allison Devore:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
Selected Poems.

Richard Hunt:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Selected Poems. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Camille Wolfe:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. From the book Selected Poems we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Selected Poems. You can more attractive than
now.
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