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Folks all over West Texas and eastern New Mexico will tell you: Cowdens have been ranching here for as
long as anyone can remember.

The Cowdens, in fact, have been at the forefront of the cattle business for 150 years. Arriving in Texas in the
1850s, Cowden men and women raised and trailed cattle, sought out water and better grazing land, tangled
with Comanches—and helped extend the western line of Anglo settlement as they raised their families. They
eventually moved to New Mexico, where they established the renowned JAL Ranch.

Award-winning writer Michael Pettit, a Cowden descendant and former rancher, offers a compelling portrait
of this genuine American ranching family. Riding for the Brand spans six generations and two states to serve
up ared dice of the Old West, complete with cowboys and Indians, cattle and buffalo, open range and
barbed wire.

Pettit skillfully blends family sagawith an urbanite’ s firsthand look at life on today’ s 50,000-acre Cowden
Ranch, where the one dependable factor is the constant wind. Riding for the Brand traces the evolution of the
Texas and New Mexico cattle business from the era of intimate ranching communities to today’ s oil-enriched
or corporate operations. But it’s also the story of one man’s search for identity through his connectionsto a
family, aplace, and away of life.
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From reader reviews:
Araceli Burns:

With other case, little people like to read book Riding for the Brand: 150 Y ears of Cowden Ranching. Y ou
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a new
book Riding for the Brand: 150 Y ears of Cowden Ranching. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or even searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bernadine Williams:

This Riding for the Brand: 150 Y ears of Cowden Ranching book is just not ordinary book, you haveit then
the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usualy information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you
will get. This particular Riding for the Brand: 150 Y ears of Cowden Ranching without we understand teach
the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Riding for the
Brand: 150 Y ears of Cowden Ranching can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Riding for
the Brand: 150 Y ears of Cowden Ranching having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Iris Robertson:

The guide with title Riding for the Brand: 150 Y ears of Cowden Ranching has lot of information that you
can study it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication. Y ou
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Sharon Rowe:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by
studying a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It aright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like Riding for the Brand: 150 Y ears of Cowden Ranching which is finding the e-book version. So, try out
this book? Let's notice.
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