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At Work in the Field of Birth is an ethnographic study of midwifery in Canada in the wake of its historic
transition from the margins as a grassroots social movement devoted to low-tech, woman-centered care to a
regulated profession within the public health care system. In January 1994, after decades of lobbying by
midwives and their supporters, the province of Ontario recognized midwifery as a profession for the first
time in more than a century.

Through stories about becoming and being a midwife and stories about receiving midwifery care, this book
describes how fundamental tenets of midwifery philosophy and practice--the meaning of tradition, natural
birth, and home birth, and the place of medical technology in midwifery--are being reworked by the practical
and ideological challenges of midwifery's new place within the formal health care system. MacDonald
presents contemporary midwifery as a complex cultural system in which "nature" and "tradition" emerge as
dynamic rather than esssentialized social categories of meaning and experience.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Rutland:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of Nature,
Tradition, and Home. Try to stumble through book At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of
Nature, Tradition, and Home as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Gabrielle Ponds:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book At Work in the Field of Birth:
Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home. All type of book could you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Michael Martin:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title At Work in the Field
of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery
Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Homeis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Andy McNeil:

The guide with title At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home
posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.
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