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This book explores the use of deadly force by private security companies during the Iraq War.

The work focuses on and compares the activities of the US companies Blackwater and Dyncorp. Despite
sharing several important characteristics, such as working for the same client (the US State Department)
during the same time period, the employees of Blackwater fired their weapons far more often, and killed and
seriously injured far more people in Iraq than their counterparts in DynCorp. In order to explain this
disparity, the book undertakes the most comprehensive analysis ever attempted on the use of violence by the
employees of these firms. Based on extensive empirical research, it offers a credible explanation for this
difference: Blackwater maintained a relatively bellicose military culture that placed strong emphasis on
norms encouraging its personnel to exercise personal initiative, proactive use of force, and an exclusive
approach to security, which, together, motivated its personnel to use violence quite freely against anyone
they suspected of posing a threat. Specifically, Blackwater’s military culture motivated its personnel to fire
upon suspected threats more quickly, at greater distances, and with a greater quantity of bullets, and to more
readily abandon the people they shot at when compared to DynCorp’s personnel, who maintained a military
culture that encouraged far less violent behaviour. Utilizing the Private Security Company Violent Incident
Dataset (PSCVID), created by the author in 2012, the book draws upon data on hundreds of violent incidents
involving private security personnel in Iraq to identify trends in the behaviour exhibited by the employees of
different firms. Based on this rich and original empirical data, the book provides the definitive study of
contemporary private security personnel in the Iraq War.

This book will be of much interest to students of the Iraq War, Private Security Companies, Military Studies,
War and Conflict Studies and IR in general.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of
Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies).

Ray Davis:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Private Security Companies during the Iraq War:
Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Private Security
Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies).
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Enoch Dutton:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force
(Cass Military Studies) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just
before. The Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly
Force (Cass Military Studies) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Karyn Turner:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book



that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force
(Cass Military Studies) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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