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Reviled as a fascist by his great rival Ben-Gurion, venerated by Israel’s underclass, the first Israeli to win the
Nobel Peace Prize, a proud Jew but not a conventionally religious one, Menachem Begin was both complex
and controversial. Born in Poland in 1913, Begin was a youthful admirer of the Revisionist Zionist Ze’ev
Jabotinsky and soon became a leader within Jabotinsky’s Betar movement. A powerful orator and
mesmerizing public figure, Begin was imprisoned by the Soviets in 1940, joined the Free Polish Army in
1942, and arrived in Palestine as a Polish soldier shortly thereafter. Joining the underground paramilitary
Irgun in 1943, he achieved instant notoriety for the organization’s bombings of British military installations
and other violent acts.

Intentionally left out of the new Israeli government, Begin’s right-leaning Herut political party became a
fixture of the opposition to the Labor-dominated governments of Ben-Gurion and his successors, until the
surprising parliamentary victory of his political coalition in 1977 made him prime minister. Welcoming
Egyptian president Anwar Sadat to Israel and cosigning a peace treaty with him on the White House lawn in
1979, Begin accomplished what his predecessors could not. His outreach to Ethiopian Jews and Vietnamese
“boat people” was universally admired, and his decision to bomb Iraq’s nuclear reactor in 1981 is now
regarded as an act of courageous foresight. But the disastrous invasion of Lebanon to end the PLO’s shelling
of Israel’s northern cities, combined with his declining health and the death of his wife, led Begin to resign in
1983. He spent the next nine years in virtual seclusion, until his death in 1992. Begin was buried not
alongside Israel’s prime ministers, but alongside the Irgun comrades who died in the struggle to create the
Jewish national home to which he had devoted his life. Daniel Gordis’s perceptive biography gives us new
insight into a remarkable political figure whose influence continues to be felt both within Israel and
throughout the world.
 
This title is part of the Jewish Encounters series.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Menachem Begin: The Battle for Israel's Soul (Jewish Encounters Series).
Try to make the book Menachem Begin: The Battle for Israel's Soul (Jewish Encounters Series) as your
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with
this book.

Sandra Gregory:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Menachem Begin: The
Battle for Israel's Soul (Jewish Encounters Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Diana Rush:

The book Menachem Begin: The Battle for Israel's Soul (Jewish Encounters Series) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
good thing like a book Menachem Begin: The Battle for Israel's Soul (Jewish Encounters Series)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Menachem Begin: The
Battle for Israel's Soul (Jewish Encounters Series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Antonio Sisson:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Menachem Begin: The Battle for Israel's Soul
(Jewish Encounters Series). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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